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  See us at cityofhays.org Follow Us On Facebook! 

 HAYS HAPPENINGS 
Dates to Remember

Tuesday, October 14 —6:30 p.m.—
City Council meeting 

Saturday, November 22—8-12—City 
of Hays Clean Up Day

TDS Waste Pickup

October 1—Trash

October 8—Trash & Recycling

October 15 —Trash

October 22—Trash & Recycling

    LOVE YOUR CITY

Budget, Taxes 
set

Well and 
Generators

Roads

✦ When a Declaration of 
Disaster regarding fire 
danger is in effect, NO 
burning for any reason 
may be conducted 
outdoors. 

✦ When a burn ban is in 
effect, all outdoor 
burning, except for 
agricultural purposes, is 
prohibited.

City of Hays Clean Up Day 
November 22

 Texas Disposal Systems will provide two 
roll-off dumpsters to the City of Hays on 
Saturday, November 22, for our semi-
annual clean up day. They will arrive at 8 
a.m. and be removed after noon at the well 
sites on Country Lane and Tanglewood 
Trail. Prohibited items include AC units, 
refrigerators, batteries, computer parts, 
motors, oil, scrap metal, televisions and 
mattresses. See complete lists of approved 
and prohibited items online at 
texasdisposal.com/whatsaccepted/. 

BSEACD Declares Stage 3 Exceptional Drought

 The Barton Springs-Edwards Aquifer Conservation District has declared Stage 3 Exceptional 
Drought (formerly known as Stage IV Exceptional Drought), effective October 1, 2025. This 
marks only the second time in the District’s 38-year history that Exceptional Drought has been 
declared, with the first occurrence in December 2023.  

The decision follows a rapid drop in groundwater levels at the Lovelady monitor well in South 
Austin, near S.1st Street and Stassney Lane. As of September 11, the 10-day average water 
level at Lovelady measured 457.0 feet mean sea level (ft-msl), which is the District’s threshold 
for Stage 3 Exceptional Drought. For comparison, the long-term average at Lovelady since 
monitoring began in 1949 is 490.9 ft-msl, more than 30 feet higher. The Lovelady well is one 
of the District’s two key drought indicators—the other being flow at Barton Springs. Similar 
drops in water levels are reflected in Edwards and Trinity Aquifer wells across the District.  

This decline reflects extremely low water levels in both the Edwards and Trinity aquifers, 
which the District manages portions of from the Colorado River in Austin to southern San 
Marcos. Nearly 100,000 residents rely on these aquifer segments for drinking water. The 
Edwards Aquifer also feeds Barton Springs, where flow remains significantly below average. 
The District has now been in continuous drought for 39 months—more than three years. For 
more information on the BSEACD water district and the drought, go to bseacd.org. 

Bird Migration Through November 

Update on City Actions

•  At the September 8th City of Hays Council Meeting, the proposed 2026 
budget was unanimously approved. The proposed Fiscal Year 2026 tax 
rate of 0.0917 cents per $100 of valuation was then also unanimously 
approved by council members. This is a 7.55 percent increase to our 
city’s revenue over last year’s rate. The City of Hays is in good financial 
standing and revenues have been increasing regularly. Residents can 
view the new budget at cityofhays.org.  

• The Grants Committee (Mayor Davis, Mayor Pro Tem Bryan-Valdez and 
Assistant City Manager Christine Doan) is working with Grant Works to 
obtain applications to finish the drainage project which we were unable 
to complete in 2017. 

• Requests for quotes have been posted for installation of our new 
generators as well as their housing for security and weatherproofing. We 
hope to announce the selection for that project soon. 

• Also during the September meeting the City was honored by a visit from 
members of the Jacob’s Well Chapter of the Texas Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, based in Wimberley. Gayle 
Wittig, Jeannine Inbody and Debbie Coleman presented information on 
the history and celebration of Constitution Week. The U.S. Constitution 
was signed on September 17, 1787, in Philadelphia, PA, at Independence 
Hall. This document establishes how our country is governed and 
protects the fundamental rights of its people.  Each year by public law the 
U.S. President proclaims September 17-23 as Constitution Week, and 
local governments follow. City of Hays Mayor Harvey Davis issued the 
proclamation, which urges all citizens to study the U.S. Constitution and 
reflect on the privilege of being an American with all the rights and 
responsibilities which that privilege involves.  

http://cityofhays.org
https://bseacd.org/2025/08/upcoming-changes-to-districts-drought-chart/

